Hans Hansen Biography

Hans Hansen was born in Norway in 1890. His family moved to the United States when
he was 5 years old. He married a Swedish girl named Ida. They had 3 children together, Betty,
Dorthy and Henry. His extended family includes 12 grandkids. He died in 1977.

Hans Hansen began his ski jumping years as a young boy. He jumped at a place in
Minneapolis know as " Chute's Pasture”. After learning the sport on this 40 ft jump he moved
to the Keegans Lake Jump over looking Keegan Lake in Glenwood Park. Hansen moved to
competition in 1908 and won 5th place in an amateur tournament in Hudson, WI. He entered
his first national tournament in 1910 as an amateur. In 1912 National's in Cary, ILLas an
amateur he defeated the professional winner by points making him the overall winner. As years
progressed, his talents and performance increased, so he was no longer considered an amateur.
He then entered the professional class. This class was made up for the top performers in the
country. As later reported this class was paid some expense money when they came to the
different tournaments. Hardly enough to cover expenses. However, because of the
controversy over this class during the 1924 Olympics in Chamonix, France, it was discontinued
soon after the Olympics. ‘

Feb 9, 1921 at a professional long jump compitition in Revelstoke, Canada, he had the
longest jump ever recorded of 235 ft but fell and broke his collar bone. The next year in the
same event he jumped 221 ft 6 in to claim the uncontested reported world record. There was
controversy over the record. Henry Hall had previously jumped 229 ft but fell before the official
fall line. The fall line set by the organizing committee was not far enough out by the official
rules.

Before the 1924 Olympic tryouts in Minneapolis, MN he was considered one of the top
jumpers in the Nation which set the stage for the coming Olympic tryouts. As it turns out he
made the Olympic team bound for Chamonix, France. However, his professional statis was in
question along with Anders Haugen and Ragnar Olmtvedt by Sweden. With the threat of being
disqualified from the Olympics Hans Hansen decided to not go to Chamonix. The other two
decide to go nomatter what. As it turns out the country of Sweden was not contesting their
professiomalism but a swed by the name of Fitzgerald had reported to the secretary of the
American Olympic committee that he had competed against him in professional meets. The
official ruling was the three athletes were eligible to compete.

In the months after the Olympic tryouts Hans Hansen made a Western trip for three
major compititions. Hans won at Denver and Dillion, Co. He was second behind Lars Haugen at
Steamboat Springs,Co with a jJump of 210 ft. This set the record for the worlds longest jump by
an amateur.

Then in the 1930's, he began sommersaulting of ski jumps. He became quite well
known for doing this daring feat. He would be invited to jumping events to show his expertise.
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